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George Washington ʻ09_Illustration    first line (name) 
Platonic Love      second line (title of exhibition in italics) 

(paragraph return 01) 
(paragraph return 02) 
(paragraph return 03) (followed by first line of statement) 

Words are the tools of language. They are the vehicles through which we convey the physical idea of things: objects, 
emotions, meanings, and concepts. To create a visual definition of word through an artistic medium is, in essence, to use 
something that is intangible and recreate it in a tangible form. “Platonic Love” is an idea defined as the spiritual affection 
between a man and a woman with the absence of sexual desire. Because I use a camera to record my images it is 
necessary for me to break down an idea into itʼs physical elements. In this case the physical elements are man, woman, 
and absence of sex. I canʼt portray sexual desire (or the absence of it), as an object, but I can show sex as a physical 
aspect by eluding to gender. 

(paragraph return) 
The implications of Greek sculpture in this series are very pertinent considering that they revolve around “Platonic Love”, 
a topic in Platoʼs Symposium. The physical suggestion of Greek statuary in this piece is more accurately a reference to 
how we view Greek sculpture today. They are old, broken, and white, rendered as objects rather than portraits of identity. 
I use cropping, and make-up to create a similar kind of objectified body. The red backdrop is also a significant aspect of 
this piece, red historically referred to the color of love. Along with the white make-up, it also points to the influence of 
Ancient Greek statuary in the works by referencing the museum setting win which we would usually view this type of 
sculpture. 

(paragraph return) 
This series is shot on 4x5 color negative film, and printed on 16x20 color photographic paper. The photos are meant to be 
shown in a horizontal row, making them easier to survey, in the way one would a police line-up or contestants in a beauty 
pageant. I strip away social influences on gender by removing length of hair, cosmetics, and adornment of the body. By 
losing these social factors, my subjects become easier to look at as physical objects materialized from a literal translation 
of the words that define an idea. 

(paragraph return 01) 
(paragraph return 02) 
(paragraph return 03) 
(paragraph return 04) 
(paragraph return 05) 
(paragraph return 06) 

George Washington     (name)+(signature and date above name; black ink) 


